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Where there is strict adherence to din, there is justice but no shalom,
because one of the parties is humiliated and antagonized. The immediate
issue is resolved but the conflict persists, with ensuing social discord. The
secular judge is seemingly indifferent to this failure since justice, not
harmony, was his objective. Shalom is for social workers and psychologists
to attain; it is beyond his jurisdiction. The Torah, however, wants the
dayyan [judge] to be not a magistrate but a teacher and a healer. He should
seek to persuade both parties to retreat from their presumed points of
advantage, and he should preach to them about the corrosive personal and
social effects of sustained rancor. His responsibility is primarily to

enlighten, rather than to render decisions on points of law [...] Pesharah, is
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socially and morally preferred, even if the strict din is neutralized. In its
highest sense, justice obtains when people are reconciled.!10
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