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Barry Barnes & David Bloor, Relativism Rationalism and the Sociology of Knowledge, &7 4
in RATIONALITY AND RELATIVISM 21 (Martin Hollis & Steven Lukes eds., 1982)
“Our equivalence postulate is that all beliefs are on apar with :@>12m7 2Y2Ip 77 IMRHD)
one another with respect to the causes of their credibility [...] regardless of truth and falsity
the fact of their credibility is to be seen as equally problematic. The position we shall
defend is that the incidence of all beliefs without exception calls for empirical investigation
and must be accounted for by finding the specific, local causes of their credibility. In all
cases [one] will ask, for instance, if a belief is part of the routine cognitive and technical
competences handed down from generation to generation. Is it enjoined by the authorities
of the society? It is transmitted by established institutions of socialization or supported by
.accepted agencies of social control? Isit bound up with patterns of vested interest?’

IR ,IRPM HW 73p°221977 YW MAINY 2P NPPTD 1°2 WP DR qWIN T T 00R 0T 5
Paul Forman, Weimar Culture, Causality, and Quantum Theory, 1918-1927: Adaptation by
German Physicists and Mathematicians to a Hostile Intellectual Environment, in 3 HIST.
.STUD. PHYSICAL (& BIOLIOGICAL) SCI. 1 (1971)

Kenneth J. Gergen, Social Psychology as Social Construction: The Emerging Vision, in 6
THE MESSAGE OF SOCIAL PSYCHOLOGY: PERSPECTIVES ON MIND IN SOCIETY 113 ,119
(Craig McGarty & S. Alexander Haslam eds., 1997) (“As these various arguments
converged, it became apparent that there is no reading of a ‘psychological interior’ save
through the presumptions one brings to bear. Peopl€e's actions do not transparently reveal
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the character of their subjective worlds or mental processes, however, once psychologists
bring a given theory to bear, they locate ‘internal events' in its terms. These theories have
no basisin fact; any facts about the mind used in their support would have necessitated the
use of such theories [...] Research findings don’'t have any meaning until they are

.interpreted, and these interpretations are not demanded by the findings themselves”)
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Joseph Raz, Legal Principles and the Limits of Law, 81 YALE L.J. 823, 845 1x1 .socid)”
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uncertainty should be tolerated, and indeed welcomed in the case of many lega rules, so
that an informed judicial decision can be made when the composition of an unforeseen case
.is known and the issues at stake in its decision can be identified and so rationally settled”
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“In fact al systems, in different ways, compromise between two social >3 ¥a1p vIRT 7202 43
needs: the need for certain rules which can, over great areas of conduct, safely be applied
by private individuals to themselves without fresh official guidance [...] and the need to
leave open, for later settlements by an informed, official choice, issues which can only be
w7 vy ,uIRn X1 .properly appreciated and settled when they arise in a concrete case”
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to remind ourselves that human inability to anticipate the future, which is at the root of this
.131-130’»ya,0w X7 .indeterminacy, varies in degree in different fields of conduct”

Joseph Raz, The Rule of Law and Its Virtue, in THE AUTHORITY OF LAW 210-229 (Joseph 44
.Raz ed., 1979)
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