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The main lesson [...] is that viewing a particular change in a tax or an
expenditure as increasing or decreasing redistribution is problematic. If
atax increase is involved, one must ascertain how the revenue will be
spent; if taxes are cut, how the revenue shortfall will be addressed. For
any given tax change, one can imagine combining a wide range of
expenditure policies or other adjustments to the system. Thus, the
hypothesized gasoline tax increase might fund park improvements,
welfare programs, police protection, income tax reductions, or many
other actions. Likewise for expenditures.103
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