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sequence rules to which we are accustomed in the Anglo-American procedural world. The
implications for procedural economy are large. The very concepts of ‘plaintiff’s case’ and
‘defendant’s case’ are unknown. In our system those concepts function as traffic rules for
the partisan presentation of evidence to a passive and ignorant trier. By contrast, in German
procedure the court ranges over the entire case, constantly looking for the jugular — for the
issue of law or fact that might dispose of the case. Free of constraints that arise from party
presentation of evidence, the court investigates the dispute in the fashion most likely to
.narrow the inquiry”
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