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The brutal culture of Israeli political life, which makes Tammany Hall look like
a knitting circle, also discourages the most qualified Israllis from entering
politics. The sheer nastiness of politics here is rivaled in few other countries, and
many Israelis simply refuse to expose themselves to it. During the last two years
alone, for example, four full scale Government crises developed because Cabinet
ministers had publicly insulted one another. Such incidents have encoureded a
widespread distaste for politics on the part of many Israelis.
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