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“Re the apartment hunt: something like that did happen to me, although T never
published anything about it. I have spoken about it which is how you may have heard
of it. When [ moved to the University of Wisconsin in Madison, Wisconsin, [ phoned
in answer to an advertisement, was enthusiastically greeted by the woman on the other
end, agreed to meet at once. Twenty minutes later I was waiting on the doorstep. 1
spotted the landlady before she spotted me. She was walking briskly, caught sight of
me, and slowed perceptibly. She walked slower and slower and by the time she made
it over to me, she refused to show me the place, saying she had made a mistake and
had decided to rent the place to a man, who “could shovel the snow” in the winter.
I couldn’t prove much so T basically tried to forget about it until [ was describing my
strong suspicion that this was racial discrimination about two or three weeks later, 1
was talking about it in the faculty lounge, and Linda Greene, the other black woman
on the faculty who had just moved to town, overheard and began to describe the place
to me. Over on this street? Little bay windows? green shutters? Anyway, the long and
the short of it is that Linda had had exactly the same experience, with the same woman,
a week or so before. She too had been told that there had been a mistake, that the
apartment had already been rented.
The reason T never wrote about it, is that my very kind colleagues at Wisconsin did.
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Forty-three out of forty five faculty, as [ recall, signed a letter to the editor of the local
paper decrying this sort of welcome to Madison. The story made the front page of
Madison's daily newspaper, whose name [ now forget. The State Journal, maybe?”
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