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The law of evidence must be adapted to the realities of contem-
porary business practice. Mainframe computers, minicomputers and
microcomputers piay a pervasive role in our society. Often the only
record of a transaction, which nobody can be expected to remember,
will be in the memory of a computer. The versatility, power and fre-
quency of use of computers will increase. If computers output cannot
relatively readity be used as evidence in criminal cases, much crime ..
will in practice be immune from prosecution. On the other hand, com-
puters are not infalfible. Thay do occasicnally matfunction. Software
systems often have “bugs’ Unauthorised aiteration of information
stored on a computer is possible. The phenomenon of a “virus® at-
tacking computer systems is also well established. Realistically, there-
fore, computers must be ragarded as imperfect devicas244,
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