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“The Jurisdiction of the nation within its own territory is necessarily 1™ nn™32

exclusive and absolute. It is susceptible of no limitation not imposed

by itself. Any restriction upon it, deriving validity from an external source,

would imply a diminution of its sovereignty to the extent of the restriction, and

an investment of that sovereignty to the same extent in that power which could

impose such restriction All exceptions, therefore, to the full and complete power

of a nation within its own territories, must be traced up to the consent of the
.120’0¥2 , 0V - nation itself. They can flow from no other sources.”
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Equally impossible is to conceive, whatever may be the
construction as to private ships, that a prince who stipulates a
passage for his troops, or an asylum for his ships of war in
distress, should mean to subject his army or his navy to the
jurisdiction of a foreign sovereign. And if this cammot be
presumed, the sovereign of the port must be considered as having
conceded the privilege to the extent in which it must have been

understood to be asked.'>”
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The United States maintains a large diplomatic presence around
the world and has a strong interest in preserving immunities for its
own citizens posted abroad. From the Statc Department’s
perspective, some abuse of immunity in this country is a good
bargain in exchange for the protection of American diplomats
from the vagaries of foreign courts."*’
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