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maxim to permit the characterization of known acts as negligence per se, nor is it its
function, where the evidence discloses all the physical causes of the injury... to permit an
inference of some other unknown force or fault constituting negligence... We think the
res ipsa instruction is to be used only where the evidence at the close of the case has
Jfailed to reveal the instrumentality that produced the effect...”
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the plaintff must also demonstrate the unavailability of individualized evidence that
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It has been held on namerous occasions that evidence of a vehicle leaving the
roadway gives rise to an inference of negligence. Whether that will be so in any
given case, however, can only be determined after considering the relevant
circumstances of the particular case...
The question that must be asked is whether, in the particular circumstances
established by the evidence, the accident would ordinarily occur in the absence
of negligence.
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