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Moreover, even if all threats were subject to minor penalties, e.g.,
as "disorderly conduct”, the combination of penalties for a petty
theft and petty threat or minor violence by no means corresponds
to undesirability and danger of the offense. The violent petty thief
operating in the streets and alleys of our big cities, the "mugger”, is
one of the main sources of insecurity and concern of the population.
There is a special element of terror in this kind of depredation... But
he [the ordinary citizen] abhors robbers... just as he abhors burglars
who penetrate the security of his iome or shop. In proportion as the
ordinary man fears and detests such behavior, the offendor exhibits
himself as seriously deviated from community norms, requiring
more extensive incapciation and restraining>?.
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Robbery appears, then, to :Tira v 0% onent MPC-n Yo 2oanpn 1ann ,jox.87-89
consist of a combination of theft and actual or threatened injury, each clement constituting at
least in our day and under this code, a separate crime. It might be thooght sufficient, therefore,
to prosecute for these crimes, comulating punishment where appropriate. Closer analysis
reveals that the premise is not accurate and that the conclusion does not follow. Many threats
ar¢ pot criminal, apart from special circumstances. For example, a threat {(as distinguished
from actual attempt) to punch someone in retaliation for a slight is generally not criminal.
Only a minority of the states provide misdemeanor penaltics even for coercive threats, ie.,

.those designed to secure some non-pecuniary concession from the person threatened
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