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She lay comatose, curled in a fetal position weighing between sixty and seventy pounds.
Nurses were turning her periodically attending to bedsores, and respending to arm and leg
spasms. Nourishment through a naso-gastric tube was being continued.
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No. 2, especially J. Comnery, "The Ethical Standard for Withholding-withdrawing Nutrition
.and Hydration" 87
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c-4971-8 SE (Ch.Div.Morms City N. 1. 4/23/86). Brophy v. New England Sinai Hospital
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To say however that the hospital simply ‘refused’ to permit exer-
cise of the right to die or that the state ‘prohibited’ the hospital
and the Cruzan family from removing life-sustaining support, is
to misunderstand the affirmative effects that those exercises of
power had upon the individual. Nancy herself disintegrated into
an unconscious shell of her former self, physically degenerating
and dominated by hospital tubes and treatment. Medical reports
indicated Nancy’s incontinence, her alternative constipation and
diarrhea, her stomach troubles, her eye problems and rashes, her
bleeding gums and obesity, her contorted limbs and her seizures
and vomiting. In a clear and immediate way, the hospital controlled
Nancy’s life.
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T. Ronzetti, "Constituting Family and Death Through the Struggle with State Power — 16
Cruzan v. Director”, 46 University of Miami Law Review (1991) 149; Symposium, "Cruzan
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Mercer Law Review (1991) 1147
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The most complete recognition of the right to die is to be found
in the Netherlands, A series of judical steps has meant a physician
who meets certain strict criteria now has the legal right to lethally
inject a dying patient who has requested death*3.
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Although the most radical the Netherland’s approach has echoes in
other European countries*s, '
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"What.is being said in this case is that (the patient) should be
starved to death based on the assessment of his quality of life”
(Times, Dec. 16, 1992).

: : MW P WPW NTIRNDA D TIaNn
mwynY xR P1E% Yyn ovnntnwrip RO TTOYHAT MIPINRE TR ()
TRDWATNIR DWPAY TR 8, Y500 YipTw MIren 2w amo AR TR
IS RuYaw — AR YW IMEID 700 x5 o3 ,073TIR1 0o

DU WY TWRD MM

TaYITS M2 WRD O3 NUI0D TONTNNMR HTNST RMRD wean (2)
s NPPUPK 171VD AN KOW T3V, 0YIRK NMIYIAY TIAYs MNAY 1Y MDD
TP AR TP REYIN Y0 PR3 1w 0D NTURR AYWD Bhwyiwmn
SIWDR Y TR P DR OOX00 TR 00T

amB-YyY ona awnnRY YW 0P wn 73 hX Nptont Arnhim ean (3)
JP2PUPR 9D B5 [ ton-nnm Sy uhne anwa Meeb e
N1AONMB BY 3YTPRIRD NTTBNAY TP ROT DIYINT Tw0aT 00 1T
DTN AW IR VUK P20 OMINTER PR (1IN0 TYEnT Yan
ROR L, AP7PRa &Y TR0 X0 DRI MPTD ATPEARY NN N a7
PP 03 oY1 MDY Iy, MDD APYI DY TS DD MITTINNA
J537p10 LHYAIW NIODARY DINNT MDY MY T TR NYT nvwd
JHOYD 7T NP TV IR L OPIITDWITR DR OTPY TTIBR 9T WA 010K
NDRIW MPTIPITN WU LNKT APIYY LOTRATTI0N AYTE TIND NRY 037
DRI — MIDWIT 282 12TPY WA KW PIne% owp O°RIN
X IS Y07 Ny Y — 27mIKa 83 0120037 0% 107 mhaRa
PR~ PHYHR AMER DR X730? AWDoY ,oowp 51 oRana ,nnY
YT TPT DR Y ewRh YoM 137h3 2T NR IITH2 YN XU

DRY PN 70 IR TR QTR YT TR ©YTEN L0UPTIR 0 19l NR POy nuenmm
2790MET vowRR YW TTIEEN PhwsT” 7 BIX YTa K9 RYan anh mane 3% pnan vn 2

231



TR TS DWOIUN aow s

TV MOX LADNON YO AYT PO (NP PO INIIm-InInEay
v ¥79 920 RINT DPAN NDTIRTT 0TI WD DINN2 I20INT TN
PT7wDY TR MR 5ot T 0eAIPhoY QUYERR? nsIn ot
gMwswn YW 27 PR J011Y 1 0IRTTA P37 *KIDIR RIG YO NTRTTR
MP*YR 5Y 1wb npTem MR, P30 yanb 137 ne nning nx nnv

OTRAT23 Py 1w DT BIRT POWP O 0nnTheTp Yw

NPYOON TUAY MNND PIVa L

NI T3 95Y AYPSU  NYILR TNC0DITRBRI TAR MYENKRI TV 10w )
{[oDTD OTV] 506/88 N7Y — LXMW

112937 ,NTIR TR0 NIINNBNR 713 190 7Y I8K2 N3N0 DPD NRY
DWW XWILTMWHR YU RN PITPoD K17 ,07aW PR Mypa ontnnt
PN W BB T LT TpR2 N0 Ssw Y DpwvnT nwipa TR
DXY MWR PWa? Upa 72 udwanthnaY 7Mbb DPTTYL Nnmm a7aow
mITIN IR IR NI FIDYT PRI XM OMINTIAA 733D 0T WK
072700 X 93P ’9127097 ORI AN — “AMAR 17 90 IR 7TV DIvEnRa
AT T van

IR L198872 TIW ,MYIVA TWRND T IR VIWATRMAA 1T ,AANT TUPaR
NYMNWHR TPYAYDY NUTDD AT 770R1 121 PINTPOD 107 1993 w3
.00DTIR DT 15073 1570y

DI NPWNR YW SYARY TR DR YUY Twan wownihva’ wpan
ax >3 .op™ AWPIA NR 1WRT T2 W IR T 0D I LUK IoRnha
nomw» 7InY? ¥y 02 YW RNMEI 2°0I0TI0IDK 070N arK oMR
YW IMNDY XY IYAW WITTY — M¥IY — TR IR ,NT0UR1 AWOR 13 1773103
Yaph DUwDIWN SO0 MPIYA 11 TR ubwRTnPal [ oYIR LvDwnnTa
AT INIRD ;NPITAT N 23 YW 1A 77397 B9RW DR ony1ony omvh
bW mxT N30 paw — 1Rt nMwpn nreipn Mvona vannn® 1zt
.T2aAR YW MUY PRIDTT ANMXA NTAY XA YU P oK1

PV PR A380 DR PNAY N2 00K UDWR LRWYTTIWNTY  nNaonT
7737733 PRI N YW 77o03Y 13w ATIDT By MM BRI 1133 : 0TI
TP v PR TWRY ARV PIFPY onnn TIPR LIWT DPUIPIRTI DT
:7M1372 333 Pab oIR YW v pa T

T30 73RO DT AN YW v DY 7enwn nan 1T
nmnY W1 IR Wpanw nhnT TEs by arawd Tiea 1utnn
DY 1P AR TIRT? KAW R YD00n nr 23p% 2vom
TRWIINT 731 5PI0n Y0 nwsRkn R by geawb T

R Op 49

232



DTNG TYI2? OPNi TYATP P THWD T OYOaUN

[9R OX7 13102 nTRWR mvan Yo nab 2%% uxa oo abw
B0 7 gIGT 0 YW 1 TI0S M7 12 197362 ATheT T
LW — Tpna awaTnR ; 13 /AY) 707N e

LTUPT TR OXR-DY NRINT YO TN Y3 1712102 711 DI A1t PvR uown
TIRDTI DR DUEH RIT I D009 19T 8y AwYNRY C5 1307 M0INn BT
C T MR 7R A nvouw

HW 3% DN TTHN I MR YW 233 M3 10w Sy
7D N TR RTT PR LLDDRD NPT XM PR (TP
YR? cy3on nYIW PR TP AP avm Do wewl nmaEs
JLOWIND BBIPH AT B Hw oTpni DYnd pyeind
1TPODA TIPR LD YW AwAIN) ATIENINRD NY0 ArK

LY —

(PR LW PO T VX INNT TD

Sy mawml Yyn wwl 7733 .70 APl nYato nwR Yy
2937 pmw YIp0wY IR APIRAY XM AP WRD L3 YI5 Aol
PR QTRIND ADATR2 MIPY M 9a% PR WIS 7Y AT
TIFT X7 ,MID100 DI¥Ma O3 DY PY UM DWTIZ LT MRTEDD
VMM I DT OA3 AYTAD1 MmaIvnn 731, ypm Than

DTOPIETY e v Yw o

$MIBYIPE DTV PR YT 11813 0770 TPYA IR owa
TP oW AnYT XY AT 2% ,11770 DY 2¥an 237 T DpIehT BRen (1)
AOTTAN TWRIn .anY PR nevwh ’Y R v Nep jyeb masvnn®
L7DR NP2 neRIDT DI weh PRI WK DR ,1PhYD MWDK J¥nY
NI Momw TRONY AT PR R ORI IR [R%R T R DY PR
WK RDIT W NAIVHM ANV QYLD 17AY A% D PURY 187 .0Dwn
WA ANWRT TW) “QYIPOY PRIIN RITY XM N TWRI OX ... 13 (YU
(143 /DY) 7..1717°2 D002 TWBNTZ MIIRNA T, NYTY.L7 (1Y
nyTn Sy mbeRb [ nInnna p amn apgy Swpan cTvI DRt
nTPupR TYIY0I 121 RY (9w ,7I0RTNDnaT YW IR ATR0R Drhan
X7 29 X771 YO0 2/ OR ,AN2TITRD ROR ,DTTPWIHD APINCIA RY 0N
Y9077773 AKD MITPa 1T NYa 733n W MR0na 7YY aminn v
D°2INN2 *2 PrERTY Twp mwyab bRD ompn T YR qR1,mYapnn
10 @M W WD 71 PIUPOSI RYARIW It nx avph avraton
o rwon? 1AW nraY }hw A bwoawpab nuee? owo oy by
YPOY" TP MONTT 579y PIPT MW DRI — DIBI0N DUWP DPRIND

& MYV NIVINKA 191N NN IRA AW

Y DUPTIR DMpnY ARMPN2 7 LR Thenn By Il PITpona

233



TR T DN 92 PN

*21Y 7001 113 MIsr PR D100t 20 miot v r aithe Tva b2 yapn
DA Y NPV YAIDY 1N DR 1300 K1 93 72,1810 a7
LTI DY TR OTYRYRTIN OPR 5T WRRA NOR LEWh SW 1M
:BRY7P2 DK™ 11X 19N

TDPUM TR NPRW — 1T KWW MIONST MYRWT N¥pR LK)
0% 7PN DA LTIRn RS Yo pravak koSN non bw
TPPNW IR nEnmwm PR NI — TR RIDS Yiovuh
LW’ — MPpn2 W) AP0 T XA N2 7 AR
LEYAT N3 NIANAXT VW WNMY T PUs Y MW W
L7982 5K nwnp) YD 13T 10T J ,0rTIAnR
LT DDWR 132 RYISTY R2 OI0 LATPRIW AR O3 LT 7T
anPIeh MMM DIRE TI2D (710 PN K12 0902 OYpnl RN

.(129-128 'py) YRIW A voYnn nIn Sw

(AWIPWR X7 IRS TPRIR 7D I WD RYY IBK

menn nabab anpios DR OTRNTS TRY 1270% OUTIND pEBwRTnIY
Spw nwns Yw
7 TTRR VBT PW THMATY) Pravn 11T 0P XY 199N vawnitnaaw
LY — Y nwim) rpeEnnw 1TRa o M
AT OTRT TR0 N0 I T 0TS poR1 N3ya 1w PTITIpoD
ST T PINY ORNR2 TN ATAI02 $MIDRR 195eYt ARSI anvm
190 737 .9PW NWIBD {IRP0R RAWKTY TN PITIT WP MYnwnw
53 npTIPn BPPoET APIN *3
ANYPaR M B3 RO AT Anipn 7IPaY OR0an 1 AR Amp
T35 :TO° PRW 738D 150 IV YNNI DTpNT (TRRY) o By Sw
TIEH3 FOSIHTT QYWIT IR P RY P I 5 ppm DT ORn
.O™N3 AR RY 923,179 DKW, BREY DPICNTY XK I RY?

oM3pn TN Y IIIYn mbwhnen InEY PIRTPoDa N0mIw D3
22,11.8772 7ISMAY TIW M2YD TIDWINT 26.2.8672 719N X7 1 ]APFID 0
21 TINKBN LBYHTTAY IWPan e 3.8.88°2 Q0TI YWY TIav
YW TWPIT DX M PITPOD (NI (8.8.8873) Y1awn mino M3
Qra” P RPeRa MIRN YBY IR, TO0 LYND yawsr (rhyn ubwntTnaa
by 1001 QW WIYW N3 ANPRI 0PI RPT MYIT DR 1T 11.9.88
(4 'PY) 7an2we 1o%m nnbnnn

Sapanw ~10Y oaw YIbws L1989 NIwa 7001 KON T3 KIBDR 7Y UR
VEWARTIPA YO 300 PRY YINT LM 2R 7120 1D P no1da
R IR 7T VT PRA? V1D ,[PIN DY 0P A RYW WINPT 101K KD
PRYNR D3N IO BT W P TWRD W 22T 0YIR (1T XU YW
TR ORY apmn ’YY ,udnan (r araw aMma M oo ey a-posh

(®)

&)

()

(2)

234



QTND TIA05 DN DR Pl TR T 0M0aUN

19903 PTITPOO I0M GNW DD LBYHATNYA YT PP N oY
S hw
TONTRNNT NPAL YU MyAwn nposIw nTpnn 12517 Py nyo
$TIOTRIN VPN YY — DU DY vIn0 DRI nave Sw wpna
ANTES QR a0
IR MM YW — DOV W AR (PR LW T3 MYTONNT N8RS
"5y O7IX DI T 7 RY D (YR 137 Mpna 30 0TRA Yw 1Tam
Bv2%WA NPIPNT YW AaRD 0 AR DOV UK PR P02 33 mI00
LAWY TUPH IR D WA 2w Mz 1001 0 bw orson
— WRPR 1297 WOWR I WK PR I X7 ,DuR MkD PRY
59331 oR0In YW qwnns 23n Ywa ,ant x5 PR noIn Takd Yoz
AR IR, 0w Y YR (P02 YRR nNnT) “nny” YW 2%
PIPNIUAY 933 — oMWY TMpMI — 13TV ORI ) BUWI niwY
: .(27pnD UR1E97
U NEPpl AWy (MDY NWNBI (1IN 2%AT) “NnE” YW spv¥noT 23n®
IRRD YOI 1IN 123V L NTNPAR 1T W L0TINR 0P YR TWRE W
PID0 Abmn Pw ompn P — antw bw kbR vhnyr Yw rona &Y
23R2 OTAN YR VBT 20 AT TR 17 7 05 BR LAY RO PRY
M3, RPEPR TORNNRT? VHMAT MR YY 11712 vpboa nt 2xab
1(58-57 'my) PIOR UDWN
JRY 37PN DR DUIPID 0w DIpHa TNOR DPIUPR DR nwnm”
RIT AW MDA WY WY JIR7 POBD R0 NITIPRT LW MR
DPLPRIT ADBTR IR 7ADMDTD YIABT XBT 7B ,0TIATD PR3
2, WDNT DB n¥M MOYT ,073m7 RY) X0 PUTNIY N2 R0 70K
D2 IVHW DINTR DMWY TWIBNT TT; QW D TN TeDpsIR 1Y
OYRID JUBADY (VT — TpED AWNIT) ([0 L,RY R SRwsw) Ripna
7YX TEnon TYYY 31Eruw T ,anthn Yw pmayn ook w
' SNETNNIND W NYpn
"TOTILYY OMITNRA QUIATR OMPRR MW MDET WIWIW U0 IR
Ton NNy DITTN MNANN DR wTRh R mEY Jinn R nmpna
L0707y — KIT1,WWR W NN PUEY 119K 0DIUR 1M1 PI0PR
TPA L0 19972 YIDWW B ,MOIR PTH UL M A AT AT
BYIR LT WP 27127 YW opidh N vhamoa PR LPTpopa Nomhw
bw NYRTYaT X199 DR PAY ONoIpRY 1) 717072 XD 12170 02 7 Ax
GINR DPER O72R0 MINNDT 1M DAWR ANTIND YA a1 YoMk 2%n
nvmmﬂ '1?11‘71:::mw nph DMWw MRn DR YD1 ,70ATNNAn YW Ta02
S0 YT IR ATRAM 9P 0°a8n2 7nan
VIR TP KD LPOIPINTT 031 Y vhoaanr-bhon kenb nvoy -
IR W MPR DIRNNT [N DK 7393 MY Nwa T DR TI9R
0°37 PoVPD TI9R LB K APPRID VW ATIIR — PupsT

235



TR T DYOaUN Pw Py

Q057N DYTIAY QYWY NI 1IDTYY DW TN 2810 DR YD1 Ty
;07 P Bapy 270 Mt DRI ORWN? monenn e —
;DRI DY ITRwIW D0 ORW11 Y190 Haph 270% Motk oavon
DPPVPR IR ;TIRIDT PIEPD DY 70A7 s ITVIIRNT NYNIR3 0I0PRA
bW IMaT ;0Twehw oUTTR By M DR A0 1P I3 oo
DRI Mnk w3 npIvnan 'RI197 Mpwy 390% P R Pop
2973 APNRTATYY  PINTYI0D IR PURT I AN v

RIT pP¥n 73 YT 09IR LT ADTpR PO A3AWhNY 21 MR 0P
TP : MW MT w2 DRN (Nancy Cruzan) 1P 013 NWIHI 170D
TYOFT VDWHRTIYA POV 120 (TR AT 091 DYV TV WRSD A0
A TNW) 1w Sy bw mh mnp YW nasn 3 (e oY ptnen
bw e’ 15100 ,MINDY [TWRD DARI NI LY TUPANM N3
"9 TIWR RITI NI D27 WY OYIR (D TPV ORI LewnnThA
1907 TIRR .DAR ApRIY ANt TYRaM 0T Pwsnb M2 123 ane P
TV AWPIN NR WBAT TIVN RPNT 0w DY ,0pIrnn YY Rng M
AR WRY TI0 YIAY 13 ,00rwonh AR AR ARt Y R ol
%R 1N 737 ,pINM 722 MNR P2 YA wew wnt Yapn D —
2N NR? pRIY TORA L(DRT WRY 002w 13RY ¥Yw o'k

2AR™TIT29 1T T PPTTPODA MY NIl 97X nuwnnn ,aipnhen
172,00 IBRY TIPE3 S OR ,ITATNNNRY N1V N5 nIYvDY
APIRA PN YW N Mo YA Pt DR YR XYW L4 R 5 5w
ST MBYIR AW

by waxny o T PIBRR uBwannva YW Mot T nRt
TR TOIPIRTR Y I DI oYY (i oYTAnn DORNT otpw
bw iz DW 9w 7P 27RIR2 LBwATTRA Bw ovytioni 1w
.compeliing state interest : 1277 2 770 Twnia TR0 BrTEN

YIRTOTY PP R LT 012 MR nOR uowwn Yw et am X
BT (80 DY) AN TTHI KT OMI compelling state interest M°33
Y7 .NPR 0DIN YW INMTNoT K19 AR TTM0R INTR 27T mowa D
D3 wYhNM TN OIPTIDRT VDWHNTNI R I pHO 7 MpTw XYW RpY
PRR? M3 NYTRw S RnarT 13 nIwI? 7¥91 ox 37 pooy wihnnw
TTITRPOB YD POITY W, 102 YT TR DR .LURIWT nbwan nnwtw in vR
OMIBe TWNN wIDY PR ow KD RYoR 2¢aR3 10YYR wBwsnTnTaR
IR MIBWIR 2w 13TRN YO uownan A nwdnn avapnn (ontInRb
ANEATTrwIN DR PR 7TMP SW DIDMLIDRY MR RYY N0 MM
ACruzan v. Mouton, No, CV 384 — 9p — Mo.Cir.Ct.Dec. 14, 1990)

nMIANENT 21975y 357 TINE — TIRTPOD I MR TTIWR XD
nY¥ans 13 BTN U Brnar) MY RN — R vhw
T2 O¥HLER 227 1R3Y ([97 7BY] 7231 MW (PIRI NPVPR 0NN
AU 7T Y INTIEED DAY XU UEAND NP WK 37 T

236



OTNA TI227 PPN NYYTP 17 T TS DYOAVN

D°KRINT 391, P2PLUPR TOM NIRRT, IV 7257 1 178a PR DI
1Y) #P9pYNN DY YW amwannn? TIna arvan vhn ovbvanen
779 121 5Y 1R LD JANDR 1T FTM NI FY7IPY 100D (98
SR DIRT $IT7 PR TN F0WI NI 1507 L TIDRY 30w
52 oWIR 10,000 7Y 5,00073 23T 3 AW DNW DMPD b Yy IR
DTN QWYD YW IR0 B33 NIRDAT 0 1300 1950 omnony mw
1IDR LA O™ TUR DNRT YW OMpn W YW RENTE VI
TUPRTT 7PN 0737 0MpR2 YW RPATTY T 0UMAN Dn20n X2
7ot PR Y3 59 7mon XD Sw ey e ®5% T2 xom 7 Y
mxn W ,Aehw YYon NRE AT TINNRTY YUY On U cannn
7. DIET7 T 853,00 nsson ®YY — Ton-nnan Y@ ampn 1o
(98 'nY)

2 7IYOW M7 WPEY 79T DNRRM 1500 omIngR Y7 1 nn M3 RY
OW *3 O™0RI BRAWD 17X DM L]0 LNRT VY 0 00 b¢ jyow
Py — ARMTTNTPI X9Y 3 Yhnat pam o2 NP2 — oom
D507 NR YD WK X' IPHWI ANNRT WNRN Awa0 0D owna
InaR 7omyIsIRe Ansn nr Anng

D70y KDY pWwY AT 0hY &Y — @I UK PR LPTINCPODD ,OYIR
— 27IN2 23N WIITW DMHY 2WYH NP ax-Py1  nywn one
.DPZY VT 5% @O%ND D°RDTT 731 ORI 07T N5 :DW TN W

$72VIN YT N W, NN NORRT ANNNT AW YW 1 X7 NRRT
NWRD SUBh — DUNYP DPUDYH DUV Y wwn pr o Mmoo
JPYNRD DPIP 7T LM DUBNT XDM? TP D3 ,A¥I7 1107 N MY
UM%y 0R ETIINIA LPRIWR 307 NTRRTIIEIRDY an3y PRRNT 07N
23N PRI LLRPTERY IR LpPUIYD Mwwn mbyny awp 997eR)
DVINTI QUWIWH NP 0 D1°YA GUADIDNNT ATIMRA TR — YT
TER RO DIPRY 13 WY RDwRTIR Sv Dwrm Jnn ovipm
2393 TOR"NNNI XY ARTIWE TR DR TIIWI KD PO .27 NITRW)
*RITIT AT T TP 2307 00 M3 XY B0 1y .o ny nhwn?
I K9P Wy ®5W DUWYn npnan Mnn i RS

P1RY n¥pna Tinth it L O™RIBT NYTTINoD Y Pne oWt NaD
TR YW TMYR PIMITRYT TRYI 17 MDXR P¥ KPR ,MDNR 2300 PV
Dr) 3217 13773 177 ,2777K2 012 0OYBwRTY 0PN NYToanon
Jama — Journal of 5w NYTIN0a NONYDTIBDRDY ¥R ,(George Lundberg
215% Do QUWTIM) 1993 "R12 WO ,the American Medical Association
107K QM7 IR (VW I PIIROL

The medical staff of every hospital in America should define futile
care in their environment and develop guidelines... about how to
identify it and eliminate it.CW'2 — "2V WA
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We have previously itemized methods of real cost control. In
addition, major savings can be realized by eliminating futile care
and limiting unneeded care or "medicine at the margins”. The
dictionary defines futile as "serving no useful purpose; completely
ineffective; occupied with trifles”.
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futile care... (is) any clinical circumstances in which the doctor
and consultants conclude that further treatment cannot, within a
reasonable possibility, care, palliate, arelioriate or restore a quality
of life that would be satisfactory to the patient.
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The guidelines should be firm and specific but have the capacity
for flexible interpretation in individual circumstances. I believe
that by developing and implementing such guidelines to prevent
futile care, everyone wins — the patient, the family and society
as a whole. The financial savings (in addition to the obvious
humanitarian benefits) resulting from widespread implementation
of such policies is impossible to predict, but certainly tens and
probably scores of billions of dollars annually could be saved
;WY — Y wATnMGeorge Lundbergh, "American Health
Care System Management Objectives” JAMA — Journal of the
American Medical Associafion (May 19, 1993) 2554-2555.
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"Doctors-can stand aside and let patients die when they are suffering
from terminal or irrecoverable illness, the Government has formally
stated for the first time. It has also endorsed the practice under which
doctors give increasing doses of drugs to relieve patients’ pain and
suffering — even if that means that they may in consequence die
sooner than they otherwise would have done”.

Dr. Sandy Macara. chairman of the British Medical Association. last
night welcomed the explicit Government endorsment of practices
that were long-established among doctors — but often covert and
rarely discussed outside the medical profession (my emphasis —
L.S)).
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"..(the) document draws a fine line between mercy killing and
treatment decisions by doctors that result in death as a side-effect”.
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P. van der Maas, J. van Delden and L. Pijnenborg, Euthanasia and other Medical
Decisions Concerning the End of Life: An Investigation Performed Upon Request
of the Commision of Inquiry into the Medical Practice Concerning Euthanasia
.(Amsterdam: Elsevier, 1992)
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"If euthanasia is defined as the purposeful acting to terminate life
by someone other than the person concerned upon request of the
latter, euthanasia, to0 which a physician contributes consciously
by prescribing, supplying or administering a drug. then occurs in
approximately 1.8% of the deaths in the Netherlands”. (p. 193)

If assisted suicide is defined as the purposeful assistance of the
person concerned to terminate life npon the request of the latter,
suicide assisted by a physician then accurs annually in about 0.3%
of deaths in The Netherlands". (p. 193)

"Almost all physicians who treat incurably ill patients are confronied
with requests for euthanasia and, less frequently, with requests for
assisted suicide... two out of three requtests... were not acceded to".
(pp 193-194; my emphasis — L.8.)

"...There are also cases in which life is terminated without explicit
request of the patient... (0.8% of all deaths). In more than half of
these cases the decision had been discussed with the patient or the
patient had at some time indicated his wish to have the end of life
hastened. In several hundreds of cases there was neither discussion
with the patient nor 2 known wish for hastening the end of life.
Virtually all cases involved severely ill or terminal patients who
clearly suffered seriously and who were no longer able to make
their wishes known" (p. 194).
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