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On my view, there is no fully shared rule of recognition at all: the
supposed convention, that the American Constitution is the supreme
law of the land or that Parliament is the supreme lawgiver in Britain,
can only be described as conventionally accepted if we ignore the fact
that what those abstract formulations mean to some lawyers, as guides
to identifying true, concrete propositions of law, is very different from
what they mean to others.

s TwPI

So Hart's picture of law, as fixed by a conventional rule of
recognition, cannot be sustzined even for Angle-American legal
systems, except by making the convention so abstract that it becomes:

Postscript, p. 256 31

108



PN AT 93T NN YN I DAY

law must be indentified by the right tests for identifying law. And then
there is no longer any point to calling that a convention2.
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